Athome in Pu-‘iho;a. Steve Rigoni has transformed a windmill of his mind into energy-
efficient realitywith a 10-kilowatt wind power rig.
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FOCUS: HOME ENERGY

Wind turbines allow homeowners to cut
costs

L ow-ower fechnologyis in homeowners’ reach

By Fred O Williams

News Staff Reporter

It's easy to spot Steve Rigoni's place in Pavilion — just [ook for the wind turbine
spinning high above his house.

“l look at it as my midlife thing,” Rigoni said “Sore people get a Corvelte ora
new worran— | got a windmill.*

His 10-kilowatt Bergey Windpower rig is handly a wanton spree, however, While it
cost him $26,000, after state incentives, it has nearty wiped out electric bills that
used to average $120 to $140a month

Wind power is nothing new in biustery Western New York, but Rigoni's systemin



Geneses County is part of anew twist in the turbine world: Call it power — wing
power — to the people.

“Small wind” technology has relatively low towers —and lower costs than utility-
scale projeds — that put i within reach for hormeowners. It's on the rise across
the country, lifted by government incentives, efficient newequipment anda
growing desire to replace coal-and oil-fusled power.

“We benefit by not having to generate electricity through fossil fuels,” said Sal
Graven, spokesman for the New York State Energy Research and Development
Authority, whose $25,000 grant helped fund Rigoni's turbine.

Srnall wind systems are defined as having 100 Kilowatts of capacity or less.
That's only 1/25th the output of the giant Liberty turbines at the Steehwinds site
along Lake Erie. But small wind is within reach of more and more homecwners
who are looking to cut their own eledric bills, while reducing pollution and
greenhouse gases.

Installation of small turbines on the regular power grid nearly tripled in 2007, to
1,292 units, according tothe American Wind Energy Assodation. Thousands
more were set up in areas that lack utility power

For Rigoni, corverting to wind power was as much a labor of love, he said, as it
was about economics. A proponent of altemative energy, he also heats his home:
partly with wood, and burns switchgrass instead of propane to dry corn for his
farming operation

But the wind turbine pays its way. For the last two years, it has pumped out about
800 kilowatt-hours a month, powering Rigonf's washer, diyer, water heater, fridge
and lights.

When the wind is blowing but the appliances aren't on, the turbine spins his
electric meter backward, generating a small credit toward future energy use,

“We don't ever make much money on t,* he said

His location has one big advantage besides the wind, however. His nearest
neighbor is a half-mile away.

“We're pretty far out in the open,” Rigoni said. Even so, aspecial permit was






